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INTERLIBRARY LOAN (ILL) SYSTEMS AND 
WORLD CATALOG (WORLDCAT)
You need to be familiar with the manner in which your library obtains materials (typi-
cally books and journal articles) that it neither owns nor to which it has direct access. As we 
discussed, these materials can be obtained through some kind of interlibrary loan system. 
Many libraries offer an interlibrary loan Web interface called ILLiad to request books 
and journal articles. You typically need to set up your own ILL (interlibrary loan) account 
(check with your librarian).

WorldCat (World Catalog) is another useful resource to obtain materials not avail-
able in your library. As the name “world” suggests, this database is worldwide; it includes 
books, monographs, videos, and sound recordings. Most library systems have a link to 
WorldCat as one of their databases. A book entry in WorldCat will tell you whether your 
library owns the item, what institutions in your state own it (including public libraries), 
and who owns the item beyond your state.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• Explain how you would obtain a book that your library does not own.

  Try This Now

In WorldCat, search for a book whose title you know and see whether 
it is in your library’s holdings; if not, what library close to you owns 
the book?

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR ARTICLES  
(READ MORE THAN THE ABSTRACT!)
If you develop a research idea by only reading abstracts, the quality of your research project 
will suffer. A 150–250-word abstract does not provide sufficient detail to make decisions 
related to your project. You need to read beyond the abstract to determine the paper’s true 
relevance to your idea. You may find it useful to start with the Method and Discussion  
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